
Dear Church Family, 
 
Currently I am reading The Better 
Angels of Our Nature.  The title is 
taken from Abraham Lincolnõs Sec-
ond Inaugural Address.  Toward 
the end of the book, there is a 

chapter about the better angels of our nature: the 
psychological faculties that steer us away from 
violence.  The author  explores why the better 
angels of our nature often fail to steer us away 
from violence and why history had to wait so 
long to engage them fully.   
 
On Monday night, a dozen of us ð men and 
women - had the privilege of watching Iron-
Jawed Angels together at The Corinthian Bed and 
Breakfast next to the church.  It was painful and 
almost incomprehensible to see the violent ef-
forts exhibited - less than 100 years ago - against 
women in the attempt to withhold from them the 
right to vote.  Upon reflection on the true story 
portrayed in the movie, I see that the better an-
gels of our nature have steered us a long way 
from violence.  I am grateful for this and for the 
ongoing opportunities at Grace to make us think 

and challenge us to move toward those better an-
gels! 
 
I look forward to seeing you Sunday. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Judith 

Pastorôs Word 
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There is another viewing of IRON JAWED AN-
GELS starring Hillary Swank, Angelica Huston, 
and many other talented actors, on August 19, 
2013 at 7:00 PM. Elizabeth Bock is offering her 
home for the showing and will provide drinks. No 
charge to see the movie. You could bring a snack 
for the bar. Drinks will be provided.  
 
On September 25th an SMU professor who has 
knowledge of Woman's Sufferage will be speaking 
at our church. The first 15 to make reservations 
get the seating. Don't miss this outstanding movie 
which was only on HBO as in never in movie the-
aters. This story never made most history books. 



 

Grace United Methodist Church presents 

òWhy Didn't We Hear About This in School?"   

A Conversation with Crista DeLuzio about  

Iron Jawed Angels and the American Women's Suffrage Movement 

Friday, August 23, 2013 

7:00 pm 

Grace United Methodist Church Parlor 

4105 Junius St. 

Dallas, TX 75246 

Light refreshments will be served 

Crista DeLuzio, Ph.D. is professor of history at Southern Methodist University. She has won the Althshuler Dis-

tinguished Teaching Professor Award, the Rotunda Outstanding Professor Award, and the Deshner Teaching 

Award from the SMU Womenõs and Gender Studies Council.  Dr. DeLuzio received her Ph.D. from Brown Uni-

versity and is the author of Female Adolescence in American Scientific Thought, Womenõs Rights: People 

and Perspectives and On the Borders of Love and Power: Families and Kinship in the Intercultural Amer-

ican Southwest.     
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Christinaôs Corner 
The churchõs anniversary celebration is 

coming! To help celebrate that, we will 

have an event called, òStories of 

Grace: What it Means to be Reconcil-

ingó on Saturday, September 14th from 

10am to 12pm. You will hear stories 

from a group of panelists who are members of Grace and 

are part of the LGBTIQ community and/or an ally to the 

community. In the second half, we will learn from Les 

Chandler and Jacquelyn Elbel about what it means to be a 

reconciling congregation. Yes, we call ourselves reconciling 

but what does that mean for our church? What are our re-

sponsibilities to the community around us? To our neigh-

bors and friends? To other reconciling churches and church-

es who would like to become reconciling? These are the 

questions that we will be exploring. Please come and join us 

for a moving event in which you will learn about what it 

really means to be reconciling. 

 

This Saturday on August 10th, we will host a 

domestic violence response team training. 

This will become a partnership with Not At 

My Church which is a non-profit organiza-

tion that gives presentations and partners with churches to 

do this very ministry. We will learn about domestic violence 

basics and then have some training about how to respond to 

victims of violence. We have moved the time to 2 to 4pm 

instead of 10 to 12pm. Please take note of this important 

detail. Come and join us in the parlor for an informative 

experience.  

 

This coming Sunday, we will be handing out manna bags. 

During VBS, this was one of the projects that the missions 

committee did with the children. They decorated the bags 

and placed non-perishable items inside them so that anyone 

who comes to the door or comes to your car asking for 

food, can be given this bag. Please take one and keep it in 

our car in case a situation arises. One of the most poignant 

ways in which Christ calls us to serve, is to feed the hungry 

so let us take this opportunity to provide for our neighbors.   

The youth got back from the retreat on Sunday. We had so 

much spiritual growth, food, and fellowship. We had four 

small group sessions led by our own youth. We had wonder-

ful meals made by my aunt and mom. We had tubing and jet 

skiing led by my uncle and dad. All in all, we had an absolute 

blast! This was the kick off to a great school year.  

 

Let us give thanks for the many ways in which God blesses 

our church every day.  

Blessings, Christina 
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August Birthdays 
 

 11 - Rick Evans 

 12 - Charles Barwon 

 13 - Melanie Hitchock

 14 - Kirk Knowles 

 15 - Tonnie Duncan 

 16 - Jacquelyn Elbel 

 18 - Louise Prater 

 21 - Kenneth Crouch 

 Sylvia Scott 

 22 - Elizabeth Bock 

 26 - Edna Dishman 

 30 - Michael Manes 

 31 - Joanne Callahan 

  David Ramirez 

±ƛŜǿ 9ƴƧƻȅ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ !Ǌǘ 9ȄƘƛōƛǘ 
CǊƛŘŀȅΣ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ф  сΥлл ta 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мл  млΥлл !a 
{ǳƴŘŀȅΣ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мм  млΥлл !a 
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{ǳƴŘŀȅΣ !ǳƎǳǎǘ му  млΥлл !a 
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мнΥмр ǇƳ - aŀǊƪŜǝƴƎ aŜŜǝƴƎ 
мнΥол ǇƳ - ¦a² ¦ƴƛǘ aŜŜǝƴƎ 
¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мо 
 сΥол ǇƳ - ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜ aŜŜǝƴƎ 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мп 
млΥол ŀƳ - tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ 
 сΥлл ǇƳ -  aƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ aŜŜǝƴƎ 
      {tw/ aŜŜǝƴƎ 
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August 8 - Michael & Renee Manes 

August 11 - Spencer Dawkins & 

Shirley Dunn 

August 18 - Stan & Sue Baxley 

Upcoming Oasis Fellowship  
Worship Services 

 
August 18th 

September 1st 
September  15th 
September 29th 

goodness and forgiveness.  Yes, because 
these qualities did not come about be-
cause of the sin of deceit, these qualities 
existed before the deceit.  Love made us 
and our breath into life was to breathe 
love.  Godõs love is in us to love one an-
other. This love did not cease because of 
our fall into deceit.  Now, we must decide 
each day to turn away from the effects of 
the deceit.  Deceit that says it is okay to 
hate your enemies, to be self-absorbed, to 
be dishonest, to separate humanity based 
on religion, race, gender, sexuality and 
societal norms.   
 

òThe last enemy to be destroyed is death.ó  
Godõs great love, expressed vividly and 
selflessly in Jesus takes away our broken-

I Corinthians 15:26, òThe 
last enemy to be de-
stroyed is death.ó  In our 
brokenness, death be-
comes a problem.  The 
problem is not death, but 

broken death.  There is no indication 
from the creation story that we would 
never die. What do I mean by broken 
death?  Creation became broken through 
deceit in the beginning, this deceit prom-
ised life would be better if we knew eve-
rything.  Well, unfortunately our knowing 
everything has taught us how to hate, 
divide, ignore, subjugate, and to act and 
live violently.       
 

However, we also see love, kindness, 

ness, so our death, is not a continuation 
into more broken and deceitful living.  
Paul further wrote in Romans 7:24-25, 
òéWho will rescue me from this body 
of death?  Thanks be to God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.ó 
 

Jesusõ death, burial and resurrection as-
sures us this brokenness of deceit will 
not be victorious in our death, but this 
coming victory does not give us a free 
pass to embrace òbrokenó living. Godõs 
present love empowers us to choose to 
live life as it was in the beginning.  
òAbove all, maintain constant love for 
one another, for love covers a multitude 
of sinsó I John 4:8. 

Lay Leader Report -  

Upcoming Events 

 

 

For Preston Hemphill & Ray Scalf 

For Rick Quinones  

For Ursula Lewis 

For Teresa Hawthorne 

For John Patrick Myrick 

For Gary Foster 

For Pam Rogers & her mother 

For Pat, Connie, & Carol 

For Bill Bucherõs brothers 

Continued prayers for the Mosby family 

Continued prayers for Sylvia Scott & 

Lanny Yoder 

Continued prayers for the Day family & 

for Joan Travisõ daughter, Sara 



Communion Rail Offer-

ingséé. 

§ On July 28 went to support the 

Mwanini Family $844.68 
 

§ On August 4 went to support  

the Children/Youth Water Park 

$840.06 

4105 Junius Street,  

Dallas, TX 75246 

214.824.2533 Phone 

214.824.2279 Fax 

Members Homebound & in Nursing Homes  
 

The Homebound Committee encourages everyone at Grace to feel free to send 

cards for any occasion, which may lift the spirits of those who are unable to be with 

us. Extending Our Lordõs Table, via Grace On Wheels, takes place on Sundays or 

Mondays. Members are encouraged to join in on those communion visits.  

 

 

*Excludes Adult Teachers     

Sunday Worship Attendance 

July 28 

July 28 - Oasis 

Aug 4 

173 

30 

151 

Sunday School Attendance 

Class 7/28 8/4 

3 - 5 Year Olds 
10 11 

1st ð 2nd Grade 

3rd ð 5th Grade 11 14 

Confirmation (6th grade) 
5 5 

Youth 

Adult Teachers 6 6 

UMYF 5 7 

Godly Play 6 8 

Total Children/Youth 

Attendance* 

26 30 

Covenant Class 6 4 

Genesis Class 7 5 

Kirundi & English Class 5 10 

Oasis Bible Study  15 

Sojournerõs Table 8 6 

Young Adult Study 5 5 

No Perfect People 8 8 

Total Adult Attendance 

plus Teachers 

39 53 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone 

who loves is born of God and knows God...1 John 4: 7 

Mission Matters 
Kudos to Alice & Chris!  

For those theater-goers lucky enough to have seen our own Alice 

Montgomery and Chris Hauge in ñLove Lettersò by A.R. Gurney on 

August 2nd & 3rd, the evening delivered a funny, poignant script, spot

-on acting, and a moving story. Alice and Chris helped us raise $700 

for Project Daraja, plus $250 for Graceôs in-house missions. To 

Chris, Alice, director Dona Safran, and all the volunteers behind the 

scenes: we canôt thank you enough. A standing ovation for you all!  
 

Back to School, Back to Backpacks! 

Sunday, August 25th is our Blessing of the Backpacks Sunday. All 

the back-to-school supplies we collect before then will go to our Grace 

elementary students to equip them for the first day of school. Your 

donations will help us fill the backpacks. So please bring the following 

items for the next two Sundays: 
 

Sunday, August 11ï Manila Paper (12x18, 50 ct. and 9x12, 50 ct.); 

Elmerôs White Glue (4 oz.); Glue Sticks 

Sunday, August 18 ï Art Gum Erasers; Pencil Cap Erasers; Yellow 

Highlighters 
 

Thank you and bless you! 



There is no testimony without a 
test. Something has to take place 
which is impossible according to 
human standard. When God be-
comes a catalyst and what was 
impossible becomes a reality, 
then you have an understanding 
that it is not your effort that 
gives positive results but some 
high powers that caused it. Nehe-
miah was a man driven by the 
zeal for God. It is in Nehemiahõs 
reaction that we get the lesson 
that helps us to reflect on our 
Christian life.  
 
This is what Nehemiah said: when 
I heard these things, I sat down and 
wept. For some days I mourned and 
fasted and prayed before the God of 
heaven. Nehemiah 1:4 
 
Look at Ezraõs reaction to the 
news about the sins of the rem-
nant in Jerusalem. While Ezra was 
praying and confessing, weeping and 
throwing himself down before the house 
of God, a large crowd of Israelitesñ
men, women and childrenñgathered 
around him. They too wept bitterly. 
Ezra 10:1 
 

Danielõs reaction when he 
learned that the time set for cap-
tivity had come to an end. In the 
first year of Darius son of Xerxes (a 
Mede by descent), who was made ruler 
over the Babylonian kingdomñin the 
first year of his reign, I, Daniel, under-
stood from the Scriptures, according to 
the word of the Lord given to Jeremiah 
the prophet, that the desolation of Jeru-
salem would last seventy years. So I 
turned to the Lord God and pleaded 
with him in prayer and petition, in 
fasting, and in sackcloth and ashes. 
Daniel 9:1-3 
 
 Queen Esther had the same re-
action when she learned about 
the destruction of all the Jews 
that was planned by Haman. Then 
Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: Go; 
gather together all the Jews who are in 
Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or 
drink for three days, night or day. I 
and my attendants will fast as you do. 
When this is done, I will go to the 
king, even though it is against the law. 
And if I perish, I perish.   Esther 
4:15-16 
 
One thing is clear from these 
four examples - these people 

were desperate for Godõs inter-
vention in their lives or circum-
stances. In contrast to these indi-
viduals, it seems to me that we 
are more interested in telling the 
Lord what we want. Prayer has 
become more like an ATM bank 
card whose sole purpose is to 
withdraw money. But God is a 
living being and needs to know 
how desperate you are about 
your needs. The Old Testament 
saints understood the role of 
fasting and putting on sackcloth 
in time of need. We have a lot to 
learn from them about how to 
approach God when we are des-
perate.  
 
Dear friends and family members 
of Grace United Methodist, have 
you ever reflected on how you 
react to situations in life or as 
they come? Do you often show 
humility before the Lord when 
you are in need or you are quick 
to tell God what you want? Let 
us learn from the above examples 
and we will be an example to 
many that come after us.  
 

Rev. Mary Miriti 

The approach that quickens God into action: Nehemiah 1:1-4 

Prayer has 

become more 

like an ATM 

bank card 

whose sole 

purpose is to 

withdraw 

money. But God 

is a living being 

and needs to 

know how 

desperate you 

are about your 

needs.  


